Perioperative documentation. Integrating nursing diagnoses on the patient record.
The perioperative record maintains accurate communication between the OR and the postoperative care nurse. For example, the nurse can easily verify the type and placement of a drain by checking the area labeled "Potential for infection." The check-off format also makes the information consistent and easy-to-read, and the nurse does not have to decipher any handwriting. Another advantage of this format is that it is easy to retrieve data for nursing research. It is also suitable for computerization.